In 2000, concern for public safety and concern for unsustainable losses of rattlesnakes attributed to road kills resulted in a rattlesnake management plan being developed (Ernst 2000 (Graves and Duvall 1993 (Gannon and Secoy 1984, Charland 1989 (Klauber 1972 (Duvall et al. 1985) . Mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus) were observed on numerous occasions and are also considered potential predators (Klauber 1972 • Decrease the number of human/snake conflict points within Lethbridge.
• Cottonwood Park seems to offer excellent habitat for rattlesnakes (a large ground squirrel population and favourable topographical features).
• May be easier to gain public support to maintain a population in one area away from urban areas compared to scattered groups of rattlesnakes.
• Cottonwood Park offers more security than most other areas in Lethbridge.
• Some reassurance to the public knowing that the likelihood of chance encounters with a rattlesnake in other parts of the city is reduced. 
